
Dear Common Session students, 

As hosting university for the spring 2013 Common Session, the University of Kent criminology 

students warmly invite you to the student debate "Feminism, Criminology and You?" All are encouraged to 

attend, as this will be a safe and relatively informal space for students only to discuss and question the role 

of feminism in criminology. Students with a background that does not include feminism are especially 

encouraged to attend, and the point of the debate is to have a range of voices be heard. This will take place 

on Monday 29 of April (time and venue to be announced). 

We invite students to give short presentations, which will be used as a starting point from which to 

guide the debate, as audience members are encouraged to participate. Those interested in presenting (either 

as an individual or as a group) should prepare no more than a 3 minute presentation (no powerpoint or other 

visual devices, please). 

Potential topics could be (but are not limited to) the following suggestions: 

- Is feminism needed in criminology? If not, why? 

- How does equality matter in criminological research? How (Does) this relate to feminism? 

- Is the debate on feminism needed? If not, why? 

- Why (or why not) is feminism relevant for developing theory in criminology? 

- Why (or why not) is feminism relevant for methodological design in criminology? 

- Are there different types of feminist criminology dependent on context specific factors like         

geography, etc? Is there unification between feminist understandings of criminology? 

- What is the role of culture in feminist understandings of crime? 

- What does feminist criminology mean for women? For men? For you? 

 

We especially encourage provocative thoughts on this topic. Please submit a short (100-200 word) abstract 

to Laura at lkn3@kent.ac.uk NO LATER THAN 15 APRIL 2013. These abstracts do not need to be formal, and 

can be organised using bullet points to convey the main points. We look forward to what we hope will be a 

very interesting debate. 

 

Kind regards, 

A collection of Common Session University of Kent postgraduates 

 

P.S.  According to the Oxford Handbook of Criminology: 

"The hallmarks of contemporary feminism and feminist approaches to criminology include a focus on gender 

as a central organizing principle for contemporary life, recognition of the importance of power in shaping 

social relations, a sensitivity to the ways that the social context shapes human relations, recognition that all 

social reality must be understood as a process, and the recognition that research methods should take all this 

into account. There is also political commitment to social change as a critical part of feminist scholarship and 

practice - hence a strong political project, the epistemological questioning and creative thinking about the 

production of knowledge and processes of knowledge production, and the emphasis on personal and 

theoretical reflexivity (Gelsthorpe 2002:135). 


