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Travelling from the airport to Canterbury 

Train 

To go by train from London Gatwick will require at least a two-part trip.  

For Gatwick, this will mean getting the Gatwick Express train from the airport to London Victoria 

Station. This can be bought on the day or booked online: 

http://www.gatwickexpress.com/ 

At this point, get the train to Canterbury East Station. For this, you will need to get the service that 

runs to Dover Priory. This will leave you within 5 minutes’ walk of the city’s bus station. There are 

also taxi ranks at the train and bus stations. These bus and taxi services are detailed later on in this 

guide. 

 

If you land at London Heathrow, the Heathrow Express can be booked in much the same way; 

https://www.heathrowexpress.com/ 

This train reaches London Paddington. From this you may get an underground service (Westbound 

on the Hammersmith and City Line) to London Victoria to get the aforementioned service to 

Canterbury East. Alternatively, you may get the Circle / District Line to King’s Cross / St. Pancras 

Station. From there you can get the high-speed service to Canterbury West Station. There is a taxi 

rank at the station and lies a 300m from the bus route that will take you to the university (shown on 

the bus route map below). 

 

Bus 

This is the easiest way to get to Canterbury, and also the cheapest. However, it is not the quickest. 

National Express offers a service that goes directly from London Gatwick and London Heathrow to 

Canterbury bus station. You ought to book this journey beforehand at: 

http://www.nationalexpress.com/home.aspx 

Do bear in mind what terminal your flight is due to reach. While the website may initially show a 

small number of services after your search, take care to use the ‘Show Earlier Coaches’ or ‘Show 

Later Coaches’ – this will open up the whole range of services running throughout the day. We 

would recommend taking care when booking your departure time – if you miss it your ticket will not 

be accepted for another service. These services run regularly throughout every day of the week and 

National Express do offer discounts for group travel. These services will all eventually arrive at 

Canterbury’s city-centre bus station. 

 

Obviously, travelling back to the airport by any of these methods just means reversing the process 

described here. 

http://www.gatwickexpress.com/
https://www.heathrowexpress.com/
http://www.nationalexpress.com/home.aspx


 

Travelling between the city-centre to the University Campus 

Bus 

There are 3 bus services that run from the city-centre to the university campus. These are the 6x, 4x 

and ‘Unibus’ Services. Each runs to the Keynes college bus stop. For those arriving on Sunday 28th 

April, services will be running, albeit less frequently than on weekday timetables. 

The bus station lies just inside Canterbury’s medieval city walls, on the south side (as indicated 

below). From Canterbury East train station, proceed over the foot bridge opposite the station, turn 

right and walk along the city walls for 3-4 minutes. You will see the bus station on your left. 

For your use throughout the week, we hope to include a bus timetable that applies to the duration 

of your stay in your conference pack (you will receive this on Monday morning at the conference 

registration). 

For those who may wish to visit some other local towns around Canterbury, perhaps Whitstable or 

other coastal towns, regular services are available from the bus station. 

 



Taxi 

There are numerous taxi ranks in Canterbury that may be useful to find when you first arrive in the 

city, at the end of a night out, or at any other time. They are marked on the map below. Local taxi 

drivers will be familiar with the layout of the university campus, so asking them to take you to your 

accommodation in the ‘Parkwood’ area of campus, or even the specific road name within this area, 

should be fine. 

Should you need to phone for a taxi, here are the phone numbers of some local companies: 

Wilkinson Taxis Ltd: 01227 450450 

Tudor Cars: 01227 451451 

Longley’s Private Hire: 01227 710777* 

*Longley’s do not apply an extra charge for travel after midnight (Sunday-Thursday), which many 

other local companies tend to do.  

 

 

 



On Foot 

There are various ways to walk between campus and the city centre. Generally this will take about 

30 minutes. You will be provided with guides to the different routes in your conference pack on 

Monday morning.  

The most simple, though not the quickest way would be to walk past Keyne’s College on ‘University 

Road’ and turn left down Whitstable Road – this will see you walk down hill into the city. Keep 

walking straight until you go through the distinctive medieval towers that will be visible after 15 

minutes of walking down the hill. Once you have gone through the towers, you are in the city centre.  

 

 

Travelling from Canterbury to London 

For those of you who will wish to visit London at some point during your time in England, you’ll be 

able to get to London via the means detailed in the section covering travelling from Gatwick and 

Heathrow Airports. Services to London run from both the West and East train stations – the former 

arriving at London St. Pancras / King’s Cross, and the latter at London Victoria. Services from 

Canterbury West will often be high speed – meaning you will reach long in approximately 45 

minutes. 

Alternatively you could book a National Express bus service that runs from the city’s bus station to 

London Victoria. 

The return journey will obviously mean getting the reverse of these services – as detailed in the 

‘Travelling from the Airport’ section 

 


